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lost craft culture

concern



San Jose

Liberia

Guaitil

Santa Elena

La Flor

Tamarindo

descendents of the 
chorotega indians 

live here, preserving 
the traditional pottery 

techniques of their 
ancestors.

casem 
co-op is located 

here.  it is an 
opportunity for 

artisans to turn their 
art into business.  it 

is a group of 100 
members, mostly 

women. 

guaitil pottery studio 
makes and sells traditional 
chorotega pottery.  pottery 
lessons are also available.

Guacimo
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clay
chorotega

in Costa Rica

sand stompwatersoil

making the clay
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kilnrice straw slip

material process

+ + ==
lightweight, water-retaining, mesh, delicate
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kilnglaze+ =+
stronger, water-proof surfaces

material process
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what earth students are doing now
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material proposal



the glaze strengthens the 
material and waterproofs 

the surfaces.
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the soil is 
contained in the 
mesh allowing 

the roots to grow 
through the 

porous material.

GRoWinG mEdium

the center of the material is 
unglazed and therefore retains 

water acting as a wicking material 
and a natural cooling system.
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u
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material benefits
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bricks sawdust/
agricultural

waste

ceramic

sheet metal
kindling

kiln / oven
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community space

barriers
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agricultural ceramics
FoR

vertical gardening


